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Triple resignation hits FUSA
BY STEVEN ANDREWS

Three members of FUSA's
Executive Board resigned last
week after an encounter with a
university official last December
left them feeling threatened and
their rights allegedly violated.
With Malu Gonzalez '04, Erin
Fredericks '04 and Chris McGee
'05 gone, FUSA President Kevin

University official "lost control"
Neubauer '05 is left with only one
Cabinet member and a severely diminished Executive Board.
The students said they decided to leave after an incident
in which Assistant Dean of Students Matt Dinnan "lost control"
and engaged in a yelling match
with them in the Barone Campus

Center. The incident in question surrounded the dismissal of
Donna Schmidt, formerly director
of student activities.
Last August, Fairfield hired
Schmidt, when the previous director left the position after two
SEE

"FUSA" ON

P.
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A formal introduction: Rev. Jeffrey von Arx speaks to students, faculty and press during the announcement last week.

ROOF COLLAPSE AT THE BEACH

New president outlines
goals for the years ahead

I.

BY
Y KEITH WHAMOND

Just days after being announced as the school's next
president, Rev. Jeffrey von Arx,
S.J. already has big plans for
Fairfield Univeristy.
"I've got several goals for
this school, all designed to make
Fairfield University the best school
of its kind," said von Arx.
First on von Arx's list: making
Fairfield a "leader in the renewal of
the Jesuit arts education."
"Doing that is a matter of faculty, and finding ways to integrate
that concept into the core curriculum," said von Arx. "It's important
for the university to reflect on and
continue to be a comprehensive
university."
In order to do that, von
Arx said he plans to stress
community outreach programs,
emphasizing a search for what
he called "non-traditional" students, in addition to graduate

arleigh Brower/The Mirror

Life's a beach: Damage abounds at the beach house "The Blue Balls.' For more information,
read "Beach" on page 3.

and commuter students.
von Arx, who was most recently the dean of the Rose Hill
campus at Fordham University,
was elected as the next president
of Fairfield University by the
Board of Trustees after a three
month nationwide search of candidates.
The presidential search
committee, which presented
three candidates to the Board
after narrowing the field down
from 25 major candidates, was
made up of faculty members,
students, trustees, alumni, and
Jesuits.
Dr. Irene Mulvey of the
mathematics department, who
was a member of the search
committee, said a good relationship with faculty was one of the
major characteristics she was
concerned with in finding a new
president.
SEE "OVERWHELMING" ON P.
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Beirut tables taken from basements during townhouse inspections
BY ASHLEIGH EGAN
Some townhouse residents are
complaining about the method of
confiscating illegal items used by
the university over winter break,
as many ever-popular beirut tables
were missing from their houses.
Students sometimes conceal illegal items in order to avoid confiscation or judicial action in the event
of a house or room inspection.
"We had our [beirut table] hid-

den behind our futon and covered
with tapestries," said Mike Barber
'05. "It was completely covered up
so they [the university] didn't have
the right to search for it."
Gary Stephenson, director of
housing operations, said townhouse inspections took place in
order to make sure available beds
were ready for new students and to
check the status of heating units.
The townhouse contract states
that students are not permitted to

have any form of "construction
material" in their townhouses.
"Since we removed construction material I do not have a count
of what was a beirut table versus
construction material," said Stephenson. He also said, "no house
was searched."
Some townhouse residents
were confused about the university's policy on searching houses.
SEE "TOWNHOUSE" ON P.
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Nice while it lasted: This beirut table, among others, was confiscated
from the townhouses during the winter break.
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Studying abroad hit or miss proposition for some
BY MATT MURPHY

Your alarm goes off, you slowly turn it
off and prepare for class. However, when
you get outside, you are not looking at the
Quad but rather the third largest cathedral
in the world. Its sheer mass is studied by
hundreds of tourists every day, but it's your
new backyard.
This was the life of just one out of the
309 Fairfield students who studied abroad
last year - if you're not a nursing major.
While many praise Fairfield's study
abroad program, other students such as
nursing students cannot fully take advantage
of the program due to a strict course schedule. Ireland is the only program available
to nursing students, where they may attend
during their junior year.
"This is the first semester we have
been able to offer this," said Susan Fitzgerald, director of the study abroad program.
"We have worked long and hard with NUI
[National University of Ireland] to get this
program off its feet."
Nursing student Casey Coleman '06 is
skeptical about the program.
"I don't think I'm going to go because
you have to do the clinical that you missed

over the summer," she said.
In the mean time, a two-week summer
program in Padova, Italy may prove to be
the best option for nursing students who are
interested to study abroad.
Florence, Italy has always been the hot
spot for Fairfield University students. Susan
Fitzgerald, director of study abroad, said that
about 35 percent of of all abroad students
go to Florence.
Lorraine DelliCarpini '04 went to Florence for a semester and did not mind that
Florence seems like "Fairfield in Italy."
"I met kids from Fairfield that I never
would have met, and now we hang out all
the time," she said.
Francesco Fralliciardi '04 was in Florence and lived with two of his best friends
from Fairfield.
"It definitely helped with the culture
shock at first," he said. "It's nice to be with
people you know when you're in a different country speaking a different language.
I think it is also good for security reasons,
especially for girls because some of the
people can be sketchy."
Florence may be the top option for students, but Fairfield's Study Abroad Program
has been making improvements in their
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from Boston College and two from Indiana
University.
"It was a great experience because I got
to meet some great people from outside of
Fairfield too," he said.
Chris Pitaro, one of Walsh's roommates
from Boston College, praised the Fairfield
program.
"They had great trips planned and really offered some great classes to take," he
said.
DelliCarpini also enjoyed the classes
offered.
"I took a Writing of Self class where
we had to keep a journal which I would've
done anyway," she said. "I also took an
Intro to Communication class that I never
would've been able to take here because the
Communication major is so big."
The study abroad program is also affiliated with other domestic and international
programs that give students a variety of
other options to choose from including
China, Japan and Brazil.
If a student doesn't want to travel
outside the country, he or she can study
and work in Washington D.C. or in the
Biosphere II in Arizona and should contact
the study abroad office.

CAMPUS CRIME BEAT

The

Ethan L. Fry
EDITOR IN CHIEF

already established programs in Galway,
Ireland and Brisbane, Australia.
"We really just cemented our relationships with those schools," said Christine
Bowers, coordinator of the study abroad
program.
Fairfield's Study Abroad Program has
been making vast improvements in their
already established programs in Galway,
Ireland and Brisbane, Australia.
Students receive Fairfield University
grades and credits, and Fairfield has representatives who are available at each school
for help. The program in Australia began
last spring, but its popularity is already rising. One attractive feature of the Brisbane
program is that students have a chance to
intern while abroad.
"One student worked at a bridal
magazine," Bowers said. "She went to
photo shoots, and they flew her all over
the place." .
Fairfield's study abroad program is also
a popular program for students attending
other universities. Last year, 159 students
from other colleges across the United States
participated in Fairfield's programs in Galway, Brisbane and Florence.
Chris Walsh '04 lived with two students

Monday, January 19
12:23 a.m. -Achair in the Barone Campus Center was stolen.
Tuesday, January 20
3:47 a.m. -A noise complaint resulted in a narcotic and alcohol violation.
4:04 a.m. -The same noise complaint resulted in another noise complaint.
7:00 p.m. - An assault was reported involving two students. The students were referred to judicial.
Wednesday, January 21
5:00 p.m. -Textbooks were stolen from a student's vehicle while parked
in the Kostka lot.
Thursday, January 22
7:26 p.m. - Two self-serve coffee pots were stolen from the Canisius
lobby.
Friday, January 23
1:04 a.m. -An unwanted guest was reported.
2:15 a.m. - A non-student was arrested at the motor vehicle stop because he had a previous Criminal Trespass Warning.
12:15 a.m. - A student's Nextel phone was stolen from her room. Security reminds all students to lock their doors.
1:29 p.m. - Security assisted the Fairfield Police in investigating the
assault of a Prep student.
Monday, January 26
9:09 p.m. -A hit and run was reported in the Jogues parking lot.

Mail: Box AA, Fairfield University
Offices: Located in room 104 of
the Barone Campus Center

CORRECTIONS
Students are allowed to take one copy per
week as part of their school subscription.
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The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Ethan Fry at x6529.
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Beach house roof collapses over break
BY RYAN BLAIR

Tenants of one section of adjacent beach houses known as "The Blue Balls" returned
to find their kitchen ceiling reduced to a pile of soggy dry wall on the floor, while the rest
of the house was essentially unlivable.
Near record low temperatures have been a problem for numerous beach residents,
causing frozen pipes and high heating bills.
"A lot of beach residents had frozen pipes over the cold winter break, but our pipes
burst, leaking water into the ceiling and then the floor," said Brendan Reuter '05. "The
water flowed everywhere. It was a huge mess."
Besides large damage to the house, personal belongings were not majorly affected
by the floods.
"Most of the valuable stuff like stereos and TVs had been raised off the ground and
weren't damaged," Reuter said.
The residents of the house were able to joke about their good fortune. No one was in
the house at the time and most of their personal belongings were left relatively undammaged.
"Fortunately, my Tom Brady bobble-head was salvaged," Mike Columbus '05 said.
Because of the unlivable conditions caused by the damage, the students were left
homeless. However fortune has smiled on them once again as they have a roof over their
heads.
"It was such a hassle," said Ryan O'Heir '05. "Our friends were generous enough to
take us into their townhouses and beach houses."
O'Heir, Columbus, Reuter and Martin O'Connor '05 said they were shocked to find
their beach house, located at 949 Fairfield Beach Road, was essentially ruined by frozen
water pipes that burst and caused sufficient damage to destroy the roof.
The landlord, Paul Ganim, Esq., an attorney, provided his tenants with an apartment
in Bridgeport in the interum.
Ganim did not returned phonecalls from The Mirror as of Tuesday, the date of the
paper's publication.
Students who live on the beach may wish to consider renter's insurance. Alumni living
on the beach had a house fire in September. In the event of property loss, normal insurance
and landlords may not cover damages.
"It wasn't really anyone's fault," said Reuter. "We don't have to pay for it. It will
probably be covered by our landlord's insurance. Meanwhile, he [Ganim] has been very
accommodating in getting us alternate housing."

photos by Carleigh Brower

Left, the kitchen as the tenants found it, after the roof collapsed
over winter break. Though a great deal of personal property was
not damaged, the house was not acceptable to live in. Below,
the two adjacent houses known as "The Blue Balls." The house
with male residents, the one that sustained a collapsed roof, is
pictured on the left. There was no damage to the other house.
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FUSA regroups after resignation of three board members
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

years. Schmidt was left with only a month
for training.
"Donna's job was to make sure the Executive Board is run by the books and help
come up with activities," Fredericks, the former External Executive Assistant, said. "I'm
sure it was difficult for her to get used to the
position with only a month to train, but she
was incredibly positive and in my opinion
fulfilled all the objectives given to her."
Dinnan, who is also the head of student
activities and others, working for Fairfield,
apparently felt otherwise.
"Donna is a wonderful person, but
sometimes people are just not the right fit
for the job," Dinnan said.
Word began to spread among FUSA
members late in December that Schmidt's
job was in jeopardy.
"We had heard rumors that they were
evaluating Donna and had decided to fire her
right before break," former Corresponding
Executive Assistant Gonzalez said.
The three students wanted to meet with
Schmidt to make sure she knew they did not
play a role in her dismissal.
"We met with her at Jazzman's Cafe on
Dec. 17 because we had been told she was
going to be fired but because of a complete
breakdown in communication, she actually
hadn't been told yet," said McGee, the former Internal Executive Assistant.
McGee first contacted Neubauer to tell
him about the meeting, asking the FUSA
president not to appear. "He agreed, so I
thought everything was okay," McGee said.
However, before long Dinnan appeared.
"He came up the stairs and was visibly
shaking," Fredericks said. "He slammed a
chair against the table and told us we had

to cancel the meeting immediately
the best thing to do is not to assume
because Kevin was upset."
something has happened without
Dinnan laughed at this account
knowing all the details."
of the events but did not deny them.
The three resigning Cabinet
"There are probably five sides to evmembers were most upset about
ery story," Dinnan said. "The fact is
the lack of communication and
that there was a scheduled meeting
lack of student input involved
that was delayed because of them."
with Schmidt's dismissal.
NEUBAUER
Neubauer acknowledged he
"We feel the worst thing about
called Dinnan after talking with
this is the complete lack of comMcGee.
munication," Fredericks said. "No students
"Mr. Dinnan asked that I call him after were consulted about the firing of an integral
my scheduled meeting with her [Schmidt]," member of their government. Now there is
Neubauer said. "However, I contacted him no one to perform her duties."
Neubauer acknowledged that it would
because our meeting could not begin."
Dinnan did not stop at slamming chairs, be difficult to hire someone else for the posithe students said."He threatened us with se- tion in the middle of a school year.
"FUSA is full of talented people and we
vere consequences if we did not cancel the
meeting right away," Gonzalez said. "When will continue to fulfill the goals we set last
I asked him why he was so upset about the semester," he said. "All scheduled programmeeting he went crazy and lost control. It ming will go on as planned."
Meanwhile, Dinnan and other graduate
was really embarrassing."
"It degenerated into him yelling at us assistants will work to take over Schmidt's
and us trying to answer back," McGee said. duties. Yet the outgoing board members
"By the end Donna was the most upset be- doubt all of the programs they were working
cause she knew now she had lost her job." on will be able to continue without them.
Dinnan confirmed the encounter, but
"There were some activities such as the
would not elaborate. "I will say that a dis- ski trip to Stratton Mountain and an off-camcussion ensued at the cafe, but cannot get pus jazz concert we were working on with
First Selectman Flatto that will probably
into the particulars," Dinnan said.
The students feel Dinnan's interruption never get completed," Fredericks said.
was a violation of their rights according to
The holes left on the Executive Board
the FUSA constitution and cite Article III: will probably remain, as it takes significant
Section 1 which guarantees "the right to time to train new students for the positions
assemble to discuss issues" and "express and would be difficult to do at this point.
their individual opinions in both a public
Dave Catalane '05, the only remaining
and private manner."
I*
member of Neubauer's Cabinet, knows it
Dinnan argued that Schmidt's discharge will be difficult to move on without them
is unrelated to FUSA. "I cannot provide de- but remains optimistic.
tails about her leaving because it is against
"The resignations by the three stuthe law, but it does not involve FUSA," Din- dents came as disappointing news to me,"
nan said. "Rumors are bound to happen and the FUSA Treasurer said. "There will be a
definite impact on the organization of FUSA
as a result of the absence of three key members. But we must move on because it looks

MCAT class
starting soon!
Tuesday, January 27
5:00pm
Fairfield University

Call or visit us online today to enroll.

> CLASSIFIEDS
*** ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get 12th
trip free. Visit the official website for
spring break '04. The best deals to the
hottest destinations. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or
800-838-8202.

Spring Break - Nassau/Paradise Island,
Cancun, Jamaica and Acapulco from
$489.Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties and
More! Organize small group- earn FREE
TRIPS plus commissions! Call 1-800GET-SUN-1

Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our free programs
make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com

USASPRINGBREAK.com
Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco, Jamaica &
more! Don't be fooled! Go with quality &
experience!
28 years in business
Largest Student Tour Operator
(Division of USA Student Travel)
Call 1-877-460-6077
Now hiring Campus Reps
Earn 2 Free Trips for 15 Travelers & $$

MOVIE EXTRA'S /
MODELS NEEDED

KAPLAN

1-800-KAP-TEST
kaptest.com

Test Prep and Admissions
'MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of American Medical Colleges.

to be a busy semester with much planning
that needs to be done."
Both Neubauer and Dinnan said they
are unaware of any lingering negative feeling among FUSA staff about Schmidt's firing, but one-high-ranking member, speaking
on condition of anonymity, thought the situation was handled poorly.
"I was on the fence about whether to
resign or not, but decided to stay," the member said. "And I know I'm not the only one
to feel this way."
The three students' concern about a lack
of communication in FUSA has not ended
with their resignations.
"The whole situation definitely wasn't
communicated clearly to FUSA about the
resignations and the firing," said Matt Ventura '05, a senator.
On Saturday morning, Jan. 24, FUSA
held a meeting attended by roughly 35
people at which Schmidt's firing and the
resignations were first publicly mentioned.
Dinnan spoke briefly, saying only that the
Director of Student Activities had left.
Neubauer then addressed the people and
said that because of the resignations he
hopes the senate can become involved
more.
- "Even after the quick explanation, it all
seems unclear to me," Ventura said. "I don't
understand any of the reasons behind all the
moves. They really should have emailed us
or something to explain it better."
McGee tried to express his emotions,
which are shared by his colleagues who resigned with him, in his letter of resignation
addressed to all FUSA members.
"This whole issue has left me feeling uncomfortable with the organization and those
running it. It has made me feel betrayed by
people I had placed trust in and people who I
respected, and continue to respect," he wrote.
"Most importantly, I have been mistreated,
neglected and disrespected."
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EARN UP TO $300 / DAY
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CNS steps up virus protection as new threat emerges
BY JOSHUA O'CONNELL

Computing and Network Services has
raised the stakes against students who have
not had their computers upgraded, even as
a new virus is quickly spreading its way
across the Internet this week.
To ensure students have installed Norton and the latest Windows Update patches,
CNS has begun scanning the network, dorm
by dorm, identifying problem computers
that have not been updated.
Steve Dailey, academic support manager for CNS, said that the scanning is important to protecting the network. "We're
looking for any sort of virus activity - [the]
Welchia [virus] sent out a lot of broadcast
traffic [last September] - and we can monitor that. If we monitor the network, we can
see where that traffic is coming from and
trace back to individual computers. We
have a scanner that also looks at the OS
patches to see if there are patches that are
installed. With Welchia, there was a patch
put out that most people weren't patched
for," Dailey said.
After each dorm has been scanned, a
list of noncompliant computers is sent to
the dorm, giving RAs one last chance to
find the students. Dolan was the first to
be scanned, and a list of computer names
was sent over. "The RAs were notified on
Friday and given a list of machine names
- machine names are kind of anonymous
though," Dailey said. "Some machines say
Kate Smith - you could walk up and say

Joshua O'Connell/Mirror file photo

Here we go again: Steve Dailey fixes a computer during CNS's initial efforts in September. Students who haven't had their computers patched will lose Internet access soon.

you need to update your machine and go to
this Web site." However, computer names
can't be used to directly identify a student,
so RAs also posted copies of the list around
the dorm.
If the computers are still not upgraded,
their Internet access will be limited. Dailey
explained, "There's two Web pages - the
first is an updates site where students can
get information. The second is a redirect
site. We'll scan the student network - if
the student machine is vulnerable to viruses
or not patched, then that computer gets redirected."
Macintosh computers are also now being included in the program, a change from

the PC-only focus CNS had last semester.
"We'll be screening everybody - anybody
on the Fairfield University network can and
will be scanned."
Some students have been frustrated by
the new policy. Kate Napolitano '06 attended a floor meeting about the program,
but she unaware that Macs were now required to get scanned until after her first
name appeared on the list of noncompliant
computers. "I thought it was a little bit much
considering they didn't do such a hot job
of notifying people explicitly that Mac users had to go," Napolitano said. Granted it
wasn't our last name, but it's not like I don't
have enough do to at the beginning of the

UBS Investment Bank is a pre-eminent
global financial services firm. Our
business encompasses: Equities, Financial
Control, Fixed Income, Rates and
Currencies, Information Technology,
Investment Banking and Operations.
The key to achieving growth and change
is proactively recruiting the best and
brightest people into an inspiring culture,
providing the opportunity and the
resources to succeed. Our firm is focused
on education, but it will be up to you to
turn that education into your own
success story. At UBS Investment Bank,
you will have the freedom to
demonstrate your strength of character
in an environment where achievement
and reward are naturally connected.

semester. I'm happy to comply, but let me
know how to do it."
Emily Mis '05, another Mac user, was
upset when told Macs would have to be
updated. "I don*t have time for this! I understand it's for security reasons, but they've
said the viruses that are going to get into the
school are not Mac compatible," she said.
Brooke Kolodziej '07 had her Internet disabled despite her computer being
patched, due to another program that was on
her computer. "[It was the] day before that a
list went up and all of Fairfield's internet was
off, so there was no way of fixing it before
the deadline," Kolodziej said. She did visit
CNS on Tuesday, but had not checked her
computer's Internet connection to see if it
had been restored as of press time.
Some students were more understanding of the new policy. "I think it's a good
idea beause peoples' computers would be
safe," said Sheauling Luong '05. "If they
give me Norton for free, I'll take it."
Chris DiBiase '05 agreed, saying, "It's
not that much of an inconvenience to have
the updates done."
The new policy arrived the same week
that a new virus began to snake across the
Web. First discovered at 4 p.m. Monday, the
MyDoom virus masks itself as a returned
E-mail, and comes with an attachment that
is supposed to fool people into thinking a
"bounced" E-mail is attached. Instead, a
virus is attached.
SEE

"CNS" ON
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We invite the Class of 2005 to come
meet representatives from one of the
fastest growing investment banks in the
world* to learn about internship
opportunities:
Date:
Venue:
Time:

Wednesday, February 4th
Barone Campus Center
Room 200
5:00 PM-6:30PM

To apply for a position, please visit your
career office or our website:
vvww.ubs.com/graduates
•Source: Freeman & Co. estimate 2000-2002.

Diversity, one of our core values at UBS, is essential to
our global success and that of our clients. To this end,
we foster an innovative, flexible culture rooted in
respect, ensuring that all talented UBS employees have
the opportunity to thrive. As a result, we attract and
retain open-minded, dedicated employees, each
bringing a multitude of diverse perspectives to the
firm. By embracing a diversity of cultures, skills and
experiences, we create long-term value for our
employees, clients and shareholders.
UBS Investment Bank is an equal opportunity employer
committed to diversity in its workforce. (M/F/D/V)

'Bank of the Year'Investment Dealer's Digest 2003

Bank
UBS Investment
© 2004 UBS. The key symbol and UBS are the registered and unregistered trademarks of the UBS Group of companies around the world. All rights reserved. In the US, securities underwriting, trading and brokerage activities, and M & A
advisory activities are provided by UBS Securities LLC, a registered broker/dealer that is a wholly owned subsidiary of UBS AG, a member of the New York Stock Exchange and other principle exchanges, and a member of SIPC.
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Townhouse guide allows for inspections
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

of the inspections.
"I know of people who were in
their houses during inspections and
were simply asked if they had a table
and said no," said Caban. "Does that
mean to keep my table and property
safe I have to stay all vacation so my
privacy isn't violated?"
Most students, according to
Stephenson, were aware they were
in violation of the townhouse contract and have worked to correct the
problem; nothing will be referred to
the university's judicial process.
Most students acknowledge
they were not allowed to have
these tables in their houses and
realize why they were taken, but
in one case the cost to the students
was relatively high.
"They also took our black
lights that were in the table," said
Barber. "All together our table cost
us $200."

"I thought that they [Housing]
were not allowed to touch any of
our stuff," said Marisa Caban '05.
Inspections are conducted
throughout the year and one administrator said that some maintenance
work requires university employees to move residents' property.
"The townhouse guide mentions that periodic inspections will
be conducted, and there is no stipulation that they will be informed
prior to each inspection although
we often will do so," said Fran
Koerting, director of residence
life and housing.
Koerting added that in order to
do a thorough check for maintenance
repairs, they have to open closet
doors and look behind items.
One student mentioned an
apparent disparity in the conduct

University policy states that
confiscated items are not returned
and Koerting added that the most
frequently encountered items are
beirut tables.
A newsletter containing
information on inspections was
distributed to townhouse residents
last week and also announced focus group to examine townhouse
policies and procedures, said
Koerting.
"The townhouse party policies have not been revised in over
ten years, and we thought it was
time to look at them to see if there
were a simpler or better way for
students to hold parties and still
ensure the state drinking age is
enforced," added Koerting.
Another focus group will be
for residents to make suggestions
for the townhouse renovation project, which will begin next year.

Attomey-at-law.
First-grade teacher intern.
Two-time marathon finisher.
Achieve More Than
a Graduate Degree.

Merrill Lynch
Congratulations to Kelly Ckapple, Natalie Glavan
and. Daniela Stef ovska of tLe Class of 2004
who have accepted oners with
Merrill Lunch s CFO Analyst Program.

For more information on the Elementary
Education MEd program at the GW Graduate
School of Education and Human Development,
call 202.994.9084, e-mail sbeck@gwu.edu or
visit http://gsehd.gwu.edu. You can also attend
a virtual open house on Wednesday,
February 4. To register, go to
http://gsehd.gwu.edu/voh.

The Career Planning Center wishes to thank
Boh Ollwerther T8 and John Callegari 88

Become a leader, make a positive difference... change your life. Become a

2004-2005 applications due February 18th
Qualification:

Leadership experience, sensitivity for the welfare of fellow students,
good judicial standing, cumulative quality point average of 2.3.
Renumeration: Free room & board. $150 stipend/semester.
Information Session; Thursday, January 29, 8pm - Campion 1st Floor Lounge

Fain leld

UNIVERSITY

Applications for RA Positions are now available from tha Office of Residence Ufa and I
Questions? C ait ext. 41 §4 or contact your Residence Nail Coordinator for answers.

in Gonzaga Hall.
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Grades rise, but not in this professor's eyes
BY EILEEN ARNOLD

History Professor William Abbott has
a mission. It is to recognize and combat
the crisis of grade inflation that he believes
exists at Fairfield University.
"The problem [of grade inflation] was
first made clear to me when SAT scores
plummeted, and yet grades weren't dropping," Abbott explained. "People were getting the same and better grades for lower
quality work."
He has spent numerous hours developing his own plan to fight the problem
of grade inflation at Fairfield with a proposal that would have added the number of
students in the class and the class average
next to the student's grade in every student's
transcript.
Abbott's proposal to expose grade
inflation, however, was voted down by the
Academic Council 10-2.
Despite the rejection of his proposal,
Abbott was still ardent about grade inflation, the defeat not doing much to dampen
his morale on the matter.
Nationwide there have been efforts to
recognize the grade inflation that is present
in the higher education systems. Columbia
University and Dartmouth College already
instituted the same policy that Abbott proposed, but with little to no change in grade
inflation.
"If people would use all grades there
would be a much broader analysis of ability.
But we can't go past As and we're com-

pressed on the other end," said Abbott.
Abbott added a number of graphs
released by the registrar as .appendices to
his proposal showed that the average grade
given to all fields from 1998 to 2002 in the
College of Arts and Sciences, Business
School and the School of Nursing barely
dropped below 80 and would often reach
the mid to high 90s.
Even though the average SAT score of
Fairfield freshmen has risen from 1107 for
the class of 2000 to 1194 for the class of
2006, this is only after the SATs were further developed to accommodate declining
standards of education inthe United States
in 1996.
The problem goes much deeper than
inflated grades, however, according to Abbott. He describes Fairfield students as "utterly passive and anti-intellectual," and had
hoped to change that culture if his proposal
was passed.
Surveys show that in 2001 only 37
percent of students studied more than 10
hours a week, while the numbers for other
catholic, private and Jesuit colleges were at
least five points higher.
As for partying, 36 percent of Fairfield
students spend more than 10 hours a week
partying where at other catholic, private
and Jesuit colleges the number is almost
halved.
Abbott said his proposal would help
students make more informed decisions
about the classes they take.
"This proposal would free student to

make decisions regardless of the grade they
may receive and free them of the fear of
taking hard courses," Abbott said.
Some students felt the additional information would be helpful.
"It would more accurately grade the
student's performance in a class by providing information on how everyone else in the
class performed," said Janet Battey '06.
Other students expressed a concern that
the system could raise suspicion where it is
not warranted.
"I am not for it," said Chris Sullivan
'04. "In a small class size it is conceivable
for all students to get a high grade, like in
my master's level course on advanced power
electronics. We all have high 90s because
we all learned the material and did well
on the tests. It is not grade inflation, but
it might get perceived as such if they start
judging on averages."
The proposal was met with skepticism
by the academic council as well.
"There were a lot of arguments set forth in the academic council.
One big one was that there was no evidence
that Professor Abbott's idea would have an
effect on grade inflation," said Timothy
Snyder, dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences.
Dr. Richard DeWitt, executive secretary
of the Academic Council, said the main issues that were raised against Abbott's
proposal involved the extra bureaucratic
layer it would add to student's transcripts,
the question as to if there is a problem with

grade inflation and the fact that Abbott's
proposal may not do anything.
Dr. Alan Katz, a politics professor was
one of those who opposed the bill.
"The proposal created a lot of information and a lot of work that we weren't sure
would address the problem [of grade inflation], assuming there is one," said Katz.
One student said she did not experience
any apparent benefit.
"Although I've heard people talk
about the existence of grade inflation,"
said Elizabeth Collins '05. "Unfortunately
I've never been a direct beneficiary of grade
inflation."
Katz continued by explainied that implicit in Abbott's argument is that the departments do not have standards. "There are
lots of opportunities to improve their grades
from smaller classes to options to rewrite to
open door policies," Katz said.
"If we produce higher grades and better papers at the same time, then what I am
concerned with? So what? As long as the
standards remain high," said Katz.
Even though the proposal was not
passed, Abbott remains hopeful that some
change will occur in Fairfield's policy to
address the problem of inflation, but he is
does not plan to pursue the issue.
"I've done the best I can. I feel as
though I've hit my head against a wall," he
said. "I am heartened by statements made
that even though the proposal was shot down
the issue won't be swept under the carpet.
There are other proposals."

JOHN C. WHITEHEAD
SCHOOL OF DIPLOMACY AND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
HALL
3170 Fairfield Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06605 Tel (203) 335-8228

The John C. Whitehead School of
Diplomacy and International
Relations prepares students from
around the world to be effective and
ethical leaders in their professional
careers. Through a unique link with
the United Nations, students are
exposed to today's leaders and policymakers while experiencing diplomacy
at work.

The Best of Taco Loco!

-_

• Best Outdoor Heated Patio! A great place to
have fun. Casual, warm, fun and comfortable.

• Best Margaritas! For one thing... ours are fresh! Real

&W ■ SN»ttu

Margaritas! Lime, Strawberry, Peach, Mango, Banana and... .

• Best Mexican Food! Steak Burritos, Shrimp Tacos,

Innovative programs in global studies and leadership include:

Vegetarian Enchiladas, Poppers, The Very Best Wings, Nachos,
Mexican Pizzas and more! Always Fresh & Delicious!

• Graduate, undergraduate and five-year combined B.S./M.A. programs
• Dual graduate degrees with law, business, public service,
communications and nonprofit management

. Best Happy Hour! Mexican Munchies & Happy Hour
Prices! Coronas S2.25 and 1/2 Price Margaritas,
Mon-Fri 3:00 pm-6:30 pm-

• Internships with the U.N., business, government, and NGOs
• Specializations in human rights, economics and finance, negotiation
and conflict management, area studies and a new initiative on global
health and international security

. Best Lunch Buffet! All you can eat Mexican Lunch Buffet

• Intensive study seminars at U.N. headquarters, the European Union and
our main campus just 14 miles from New York City

. Best Prices Anywhere! We offer student discounts.

A Whitehead School representative
will he visiting your campus.
Contact our Office of Graduate Admission at
(973) 275-2514 to schedule an appointment.
Visit our Web site at diplomacy.$hu.edu

SETON.
HALL!
UNIVERSITY.
1

S

S
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McQuaid Hall
400 South Orange Avenue
South Orange, New Jersey
07079

IN ALLIANCE WITH THE UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF THE U.S.A.

Mon-Fri 1 1:30 am-2:30 pm. Over 25 items and includes a Free
Margarita, Draft or Soft Drink, only S9.95/pp.

• Best Service! Friendly and prompt everyday!
1-96

Visit our website at
www.tacoloco.com

snr
| BJ's
rficld
K3W I
K I Ci«

for directions, online ordering,
coupons, and gift cards.
We look forward to serving you!
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CNS would "rather do it now"
CONTINUED FROM P.
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If the virus is launched, it
will cause a number of problems. Most annoying, but least
problematic, a notepad file with
a bunch of gibberish will appear
on the screen. Copies of the virus will appear in the "My Shared
Folder" for Kazaa, with the intent
of trying to infect other computers on the Kazaa network.
The virus will also attempt
to participate in a denial of service attack in February against
SCO, the owner of the Unix
operating system. A denial of
service attack uses a number of
computers to send as much as
it can at the server in order to
overwhelm it arfcause it to be
inaccessible.
Students who have been
patched and have updated their
Norton Antivirus definitions
(or have it set to automatically
update daily) will have already
had their computers patched.
Those who have not brought
their computers to CNS yet may
be vulnerable to this virus.
These policy changes are
phase two of a plan implemented
last fall, after students returning
from school brought two viruses
onto Fairfield's campus. The
viruses spread quickly since

most students' computers were
left unpatched.
Initially, CNS focused on
having students bring down their
computers. Later in the semester,
judicial action was threatened.
However, the latest plans are
designed to solve the problem
for good, as scanning will be
continuous throughout the semester, according to Dailey.
Napolitano was upset that
CNS had still not implemented
a new procedure for patching
the computer, and even then the
occasional problem arose. "I had
to lug the whole thing by myself.
It was there pretty much all day.
Then I got it back and I couldn't
print or access the internet. I
was getting Type II errors and
memory errors. I ended up
bringing it back today."
However, Napolitano was
quick to note that CNS was helpful in solving her errors. "Their
iMac dude did all the updating
and I watched him - he was great.
It took about an hour but we got
everything worked out. He lifted
my computer back to my room
because he felt bad."
While Dailey understands
students' frustration, he thinks
the timing is right for this new
policy. "It is sort of a hassle
to students, but it is extremely

MIRROR

Overwhelming optimism for von Arx
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"I was pleased that he's really
of the faculty, and that he was a
member of the faculty at Georgetown," said Mulvey. "I personally
investigated how the candidates
would work with the faculty in
sharing governance, and I feel
confident that Fr. von Arx with
win the respect of the faculty in a
short period of time."
Rev. John Higgins, S.J.,
another member of the search
committee, also had high praise
for von Arx.
"I think he's a superb choice,"
said Higgins. "He's extremely
knowledgeable, he has incredible experience, and he's very
personable. He'll make a terrific
president."
Jessica Berta, the former editor in chief of The Ram, the student
newspaper of Fordham University,
said that von Arx stresses student
interaction as an administrator.
"In my experiences with him,
both personal and journalistic, he's

been extremely personable and
intelligent," she said. "He's very
interested in the well-being of
students and he's always willing
to help people or explain policy."
"Fr. von Arx is a great guy,"
said Scott Kritz '04, a student at
Fordham. "I've met him a bunch
of times, and he's fabulous. You
can tell he really loves interacting
with students."
Kevin Neubauer, the president
of FUS A, who was also a member
of the search committee, said it was
von Arx's experience which set
him above the other candidates.
"I was impressed by his
sterling resume, his very positive
references, and his experiences,
both academically and administratively," he said.
"I think it's important [for
von Arx] to accentuate the Jesuit
identity, build on Fr. Kelley's success, and share a vision with the
community."
First and foremost, however,
von Arx said his goal is to get to
know the students and faculty at

Fairfield.
"I got into this business because I enjoy spending time with
students," he said. "In addition,
I've been a faculty member longer than I've been an administrator
during my career."
"Everyone tells me that university presidents are busy people,
but I'd love to spend time with students. That's been my style."
"Fr. von Arx seems like
he'll be a great president," said
Liz Logar '04. "Hopefully he'll
interact with students more than
Fr. Kelley does."
Another facet of Fairfield that
will be of primary interest in von
Arx's first months as president
will be the Ignatian Residential
College, which is currently being
funded by a multi-year grant.
"We need to try and see if
we can raise money that would
endow the program," said von
Arx. "That's going to be a part of
my main fundraising goals, and
it's something which you'd think
donors would be interested in."

Want to learn more about Fr. von Arx?
We've got more Q&A with von Arx on the cancellation of the hockey and
football teams, on the basketball team investigation, and other hot topics.
Read more at www.fairfieldmirror.com
-
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Meet Your Sweetheart at
Mirrors Rate a Pic

NOW MORE USEFUL
THAN MILK CRATES!
www.fairfieldmirror.com

Rate thousands of photos
Browse by gender and state
Send a free and anonymous message
Meet your Valentine

www.fairfieldmirror.com/rateapic
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Editor: Tara Lynch
E-mail: themirror@stagweb

THE BEST AND WORST OF 2003
The Mirror takes a look back at the best and worst of
TV, film and music over the past year.

BEST TV:
QUEER EYE FOR THE STRAIGHT GUY

BEST FILM:
KILL BILL, VOLUME 1
Read on to see
who made an
impact in 2003,
and who got left behind...
BEST MUSIC: THE DECEMBERISTS
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BY TARA LYNCH

BY KEITH WHAMMOND

Her Majesty The Decemberists - The Decemberists: For an

Limp Bizkit - Results

album made by five people out of Montana, this is the most British album in the past 20 years.
Colin Meloy's lyrics are some of the most poetic ever in pop music, sometimes even inventing
his own slang ("lino" for linoleum, "chimbley" for chimney, et cetera). His lyrics are beautiful
prose, filled with incredible and completely unique rhyme patterns. And the music ain't bad,
either. "Billy Liar" and "Los Angeles, I'm Yours" are the best of the best songs this year.

May Vary: Unfortunately for Fred

The White Stripes - Elephant: THE rock record of the year, The White
Stripes are starting to make this look way too easy. Four albums in four years, and they are all
phenomenal. The band has an extremely classic-rock vibe to them, and "Seven Nation Army"
fits in perfectly with any 60s rock anthems.

The Darkness - Permission to Land: i can understand that it may be
hard for some people to look past The Darkness's gaudy outfits and Mercury-esque on stage
behavior, but here's the bottom line: this album is full of well crafted, catchy songs. "Friday
Night" is like The Beatles strung out on skag, and "I Believe in a Thing Called Love" has even
taken over MTV. Even the standard saccharine power ballads sound sincere. If The Darkness are
just parodying late 70 's AM Radio rock 'n' roll, they nailed it. Trust me, they are for real.

The Postal Service — Give Up: Catchy pop songs wrapped in electronica with
somber, mournful lyrics has never sounded this good. In fact, no electronica has ever sounded
this good. Death Cab for Cutie's Ben Gibbard lends vocals and lyrics to this album, and his
work on Give Up is his best to date. It may sound new-wave, but this album is pure pop.

The Strokes - Room On Fire : I really, really wanted this album to be
great. I saw too much potential in this band with "Is This It?" to see them fall to the mercy
of the dreaded sophomore slump. I obviously had nothing to worry about. "Room On Fire"
is even better than their debut, and takes their sound to the logical next level. "12:51" $vas a
fantastic single, and "Under Control" was the best
song of the year. The questions about the future
of The Strokes have been answered, and the road
ahead looks promising indeed.

50 Cent - Get Rich or Die Try-

•
mg: Forget about Outkast, this was THE rap
Album of 2003. Just from a singles perspective, few
rap albums have been this successful: "Wanksta",
"Many Men (Wish Death)", "If I Can't", "P.I.M.P.",
"21 Questions", and maybe the biggest single of
the year, "In Da Club" all dominated the charts and
beach parties alike. Good luck going to the beach
in the spring of 2003 and not hearing "In Da Club",
it wasn't possible.

Ozma - Spending Time on the
Borderline: This, Ozma's third album, is their
best to date. The album bends and melts smoothly
into itself, taking listeners on a trip unlike many other records. One of the things which people
chiefly criticize Ozma for is the obvious influence which Weezer had on them, but on this
record they finally produce songs on par with Rivers Cuomo's. "Utsukushii Shibuya" may
remind listeners of the oriental themes on Weezer's "Pinkerton", but only because it would
have made a worthy addition to that album. This is the album where Ozma finally comes into
their own and begins to defend all the indie L.A. cred they have built up.

Outkast - Speakerboxx/The Love Below: Probably the most hyped
album of the year, Speakerboxxx/The Love Below, for the most part, does manage to live up
to hype. One important question: is it really fair to call these guys rappers anymore? Their
music has taken rap light years past where it's been before. "The Way You Move" is pure
R&B, with a hook Marvin Gaye would be proud of.

Zwan - Mary, Star Of the Sea: Zwan doesn't even exist anymore, but their
single release as a band was still fantastic. Like The Smashing Pumpkins on prozac, Mary, Star
of the Sea is extremely clean and poppy, while still holding the musical edge Corgan built his
career on. It's too bad they imploded as a group, because they had limitless potential.

Death Cab for Cutie - Transatlanticism: The album starts out with
a bang ("The New Year") and never, ever quits. The songs smoothly blend together, moving
past The New Year with "Expo '86" and "The Sound of Settling", both terrifically poppy and
unmistakably catchy. From there, the album slams on the breaks and mellows down into a
dream cycle. It's the bands best effort yet, and is a must have for any serious music fan.

Durst, results do not vary on this festering
sore of an album. The results from critics were clear and universal: every song
sucks. The only thing worse then a post
1998 Limp Bizkit album is Durst's delusional obsession that he has "hooked up"
with every female star in showbiz from
Britney Spears to Angelina Jolie. Fred,
please do us all a favor and crawl back
into whatever hole you came out of.

Da Band - "Too Hot for

www.google.com

Fred Durst: Even he is shocked by how terrible
his music is.

TV : If you'd watch the show, you'll
know that RDiddy played the members.of
his reality TV project like puppets. Are
we really supposed to believe lyrics about selling bags of cocaine when they were whipped
enough to trek into Brooklyn just to buy some suit a piece of cheesecake? It's like listening
to the cast of the "Real World" do an album together - yuck.

Nick Lachey - SoulO and Jessica Simpson - In This Skin:
Since they're married I figured I could lump these "Newlyweds" together. Honestly, I love
these guys - if you've ever seen their show, it's hard not to like them. Their music? That's
another story. Even the titles of the CD - particularly Lachey's irksomely titled first solo album
- made me slightly queasy. If their marriage remains as strong as their obsessions with shallow, mind numbing music, I have a feeling they'll be together for a
long time.

Kelly Osbourne - Shut Up: See record tide.
Honestly, this album is like the antithesis of every
Ozzy album every made. I got an ear infection just
listening to it. With a sister like this, it's no wonder
Jack had a drug problem. Shut up!

Britney Spears - In The Zone:
On the pop-princesses third solo album, debauchery and reckless sexual references rule. In fact, I'm
not sure that this can so much be called an album as a
collection of phone sex recordings; in all its 12 tracks,
I don't think Ms. Spears actually sings a single note.
On second thought, maybe that's a good thing...

Hillary Duff - Metamorphosis:
The only question bigger than "How is this album so
incredibly terrible?" is "Why does this album even
exist?" If I wanted to listen to some actresses musical
vanity project I'd buy some J.Lo so I'd at least have
something pretty to look at in the liner notes. Horrible.
Really, really horrible.

Mandy Moore - Coverage: Mandy
shies away from her pop image on this collection of
covers that's not good for much except a few good
laughs.

Avril Lavigne - Let Go: is it
really possible for a CD to be so bad that it was
released in 2002 and continued to suck all the
way through 2003. Apparently so. Touche Ms.
Lavigne, touche.

Metallica - St. Anger: Even if you
could still download this album on Napster, you wouldn't
bother. Metallic finally buys their own hype, and produces
what is perhaps the worst album ever.
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BY ETHAN FRY

Kill Bill, Vol.l: KiiiBiii
was undoubtedly the best film of 2003.
The story behind "Kill Bill" isn't outstandingly interesting, but that's what
makes Quentin Tarantino's storytelling
stand out that much more. From the
animated film within a film explaining
the life of Tokyo's underworld queen
to the now-familiar Tarantino scene sequencing to the superlative soundtrack,
"Kill Bill" is an unbelievable experience in film.

Master and Commander: The Far Side of
the World: This film's scope was
matched only by its substance. Based
on the successful novels of Patrick
O'Brian, "Master and Commander" is
I a rare example of a blockbuster that really delivers. Starring Russell Crowe, who hasn't made
a bad film since "The Quick and the Dead" (all right, "Mystery, Alaska" wasn't great), the film
| tells a majestic story, and still doesn't lag like most other epics.
www.google.com

A Mighty Wind: A mighty movie.

Mystic River: What a cast. What a story. What a director. What a movie. "Mystic
I River" tells the story of three boyhood friends torn by unspeakable tragedy, and it is without
a doubt the most well-acted film of the year. There isn't a weak link in the whole cast, with
| Tim Robbins and Sean Penn working superbly to hold the movie together.
L/OVe, Actually: I can count the number of romance films I like on one hand, but
"Love, Actually" is one of them. I wasn't very enthusiastic about going to see this movie, but
I in retrospect I'm glad I did. This ensemble class including Hugh Grant, Liam Neeson, Colin
Firth, and Emma Thompson really holds together the superb story involving love, redemption
and Christmas.
In America: Jim Sheridan made his fourth great film in a row last year, "In America". The film tells the story of an Irish family who moves to contemporary New York City
who struggle to deal with a family tragedy. The cast is made up of relative unknowns and
| supplemented well with Djimon Honsou...will someone please give him a starring role?
A Mighty Wind: Folk music has never been so funny! Christopher Guest succeeds again with the mock documentary style of filmmaking that brought us "This is Spinal
I Tap", "Waiting for Guffman" and "Best in Show". As always, we meet a host of delightful
characters as the story (surrounding the production of a memorial concert for a folk record
mogul) progresses, including Mike LaFontaine, star of the shortlived 1970s sitcom "Wha
I Happened?"

Lost

in Translation: When I saw this movie, I didn't really "get it," I
^k

don't think. But so many other critics put it on their Best of
2003 lists that I'm just afraid not to. So here it is.

Finding Nemo: As far as children's
movies go, "Finding Nemo" is a sure thing. The
most fun I have while watching an animated film
is figuring out what celebrities' voices are which
characters. So go rent this movie and do that, and
then you will have fun.

Lord of the Rings: The
Return of the King: Even
though this film was about an hour
and a half too long, and featured sevk eral unnecessary endings, its scope
m. and execution are still worth apWk plauding. The battle sequences
K are like nothing ever seen be■*>%.
fore, and the story is one of
the most endearing ever.

BY BRIAN LYNCH

The League of Extraordinary
Gentlemen: Mix equal parts British literature
and comic book heroics, add a dash of predictable
plot twists, and a director that thinks more MTV than
Miramax. What do you get? The worst film of Sean
Connery's career. If you have a copy, do yourself a
favor; toss it in the microwave and hit the popcorn
setting.

KangarOO Jack: This Kangaroo was an
absolute dog. Where the hell's Paul Hogan and his
hunting knife when you need 'em?

Biker Boyz:

What hath Vin Diesel

wrought? Trying to ride on "Fast and the Furious"'s
success, "Biker Boyz" is an absolute by-the-numbers
film that tries to disguise how badly it sucks with fast
bikes and very talented African-American actors (and
one extremely out-of-place Kid Rock).

House of 1000 Corpses: Most hor-

www.google.com

ror fans were eagerly awaiting this movie for years; Kangaroo Jerry: If this guys career
Rob Zombie (yes, that Rob Zombie) was making his wasn't over already, now it is.
directorial debut with a horror film that, he felt, did
justice to the genre. If by doing justice, he meant to make a movie lacking plot, style, and most
importantly, any sense of horror whatsoever, then mission accomplished, Mr. Zombie.
HollVWOOd Homicide: Harrison Ford (the old hotness) and Josh Hartnett (the
new Harrison Ford), fighting crime and solving murders together in Hollywood! Young women
and their mothers everywhere would normally have swooned at the chance to go check this
movie out...if, like all the others on the list, it wasn't so damn HORRIBLE.

Lara Croft Tomb Raider: The Cradle of Life: Heii, nobody even
plays the freaking "Tomb Raider" games anymore. Who'd want to go see another "Tomb
Raider" movie, much less one so bad, that Paramount Pictures was sued by the company selling the Tomb Raider games for damaging sales of their latest incarnation?
Terminator 3: This movie is exactly why Ahh-nuuld should get used to being the
Governator. Not to mention that it completely cancels out the first two movies since, apparently, we all get nuked anyway.

Matrix Reloaded and Matrix Revolutions: After "Reloaded", movie
buffs everywhere were hoping that "Revolutions" would be the big movie this year, the big
end-all, the "Return of the Jedi" to this "Star Wars" of the new millennium. Cause and effect - people had high standards and hopes; therefore they
were disappointed.

Masked And Anonymous: Yes,
Bob Dylan is a folk singer. That doesn't mean he
can act. Trying to compensate with A-list
talent also doesn't help, especially
when they're all in cameos
Face facts, the movie's as
incoherent as one of his recent live performances of
"Like A Rolling Stone".
Not even getting stoned
would make it understandable... but it would
be funnier.

Gigli:

Hoi

lywood thought with
Jennifer Lopez's lesbian
hitwoman character and Ben
Affleck's massive (yet completely puzzling) appeal to young
women, this movie would have
done well despite horrible reviews, overblown hype, and an
absolutely abysmal script. Hell,
"Kangaroo Jack" was better.
Gobble Gobble, Bennifer.
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BY LAURA PFEIFER

Queer Eye for the Straight Guy: who would have thought that the
concept of five gay men making
over a straight guy would bring
so much success? If the whole
metrosexual aspect of the show
doesn't draw you in at least
it's rewarding to see the world
become more attractive, one
straight guy at a time.

The Daily Show
with Jon Stewart: Arguably one of the best shows on

www.google.com

The Daily Show: The news might be fake, but the
laughs aren't.

Comedy Central. Stewart's opening monologues are "Weekend
Update"-esque, but the difference
is Stewart's timing makes him
hysterical. Also, Lewis Black's
"Back in Black" rants definitely
help The Daily Show rise above
the rest.

The Simple Life: The best completely mindless guilty pleasure of 2003.
Although jumping onto the reality TV bandwagon, watching Paris Hilton and Nicole
Richie donning Von Dutch camouflage hats to milk and give pregnancy tests to cows in
rural Arkansas is, if not quality, simply entertaining television.
Sex and the City: After a seven year run we're saying goodbye to a show
that made it OK to sit in a restaurant for endless hours with your girlfriends and gossip
about your sex lives, or lack thereof. Even if you can't exactly relate to the characters,
everyone has a little bit of Carrie, Charlotte, Miranda or Samantha in them, and we're all
going to miss them (and Carrie's shoes...).
Newlyweds: I honestly didn't give this show a chance at first. But then once I
saw the rerun of Jessica Simpson trying to decide whether Chicken of the Sea was tuna
or chicken, I was hooked like so many others. This reality hit has everything: Jessica
Simpson for the men, Nick Lachey (often shirtless) for the ladies, and Jessica's classic
comments for everyone.
The Simpsons: Brilliant, enough said...
MTV: True Life: This past season of True Life brought us into the worlds
of high school seniors, obsessed pet owners, Jersey shore-goers and many other sub cultural groups. Through these first person documentaries we learn about people different
from our
norms, and about ourselves, and sometimes it's just
plain hysterical to watch two Cali girls hobble down
Rodeo Drive following their plastic surgery...
The O.C.: Who doesn't love to
watch a bunch of overprivileged and oversexed high schoolers deal with their everyday dramatic lives? And it doesn't
hurt that everyone in their circle of
friends are beautiful. The O.C. is
the Beverly Hills 90210 for the
next generation.

Hope and Faith: ABC's poor attempt at reviving the once-beloved Friday
night ritual of "TGIF" just does not placate nighttime television audiences. The show
documents the squabbles and predictable sitcom scenarios of two opposite sisters who act
more juvenile than the children and set about to compliment in one another's lives what
the other is lacking.
TRL: With Carson Daly gone, why even bother? Do I really want to hear some
'tween scream into the camera, giving shot-outs to everyone from Backwoods, Kansas that
she's in New York City? The videos are not even good anymore',''a's'rnuch of the music
sounds identical and lacks innovation and the video concepts have become stagnant and
predictable. The show has several different hosts who do not have much vivacity and
camera presence, and the video clips seem to play shorter each day. I walked by the 1515
building at about 5:15 the other day, and there was no straggling TRL audience wanna-be
even waiting outside.

American Juniors: Does anyone even remember this show? Who wanted
to see stage moms and obnoxious kids when we can see obnoxious adults on the original
"American Idol"? Thank god this show was a summer filler and will never be seen again.
All television needs is a Hillary Duff-Britany Spears combination....
Rich Girls: All right already. We GET that you're rich and you're one purchase
at Louis Vuitton was probably more than most college students make in an entire year. But
seriously, watching the lives of Ali Hilfiger (daughter of Tommy) and Innovation luggage,
millionaire-heiress Jamie Gleicher was unbearably painful. This show followed the jetsetting lives of younger and less attractive Paris Hilton-wannabes; they did nothing and
complained about it-Does anyone remember Ali and Jamie agonizing whether or no they
should fly to Greece with their friends? Spoiled rotten and too self-absorbed to appreciate
their wealth.

America's Next Top Model: So Tyra Banks wants to cash in on the reality
television craze. I can appreciate her drive to find the "well-rounded" girl, a woman with
the heart of gold, attitude of steel, and the body that defies all laws of nature. But seriously,
does American women's self-esteem need to sink any lower by watching waif-like perfection? I mean, they kicked off the "plus-size" model, and she was not even plus-sized. And
to top it all off, we get to watch as non-models critique the bodily imperfections of these
already too-thin girls. I can hear people running to the gym already.
Coupling: So this show about six Manhattanites living and sleeping their way
around New York was supposed to be NBC's miracle show to replace 'Friends'. Well, let's
just say that you cannot transplant a successful show about sex from England, where nude
girls adorn the daily newspapers, to the more prudish American culture where nipples are
not even allowed to be seen in bra advertisements. Combine that with bad acting and you
have a show that hardly anyone remembers.

Good Morning, Miami: Yet another NBC failure. Let's face it-nothing is
going to be able to top the success of "Friends." Romance in Miami where there was the
predictable hot-shot producer boy, Jake, tries to win the heart of a lowly hairstylist, beautiful girl, Dylan. Stereotypical Hispanic characters. Horrible plot
lines. Just a
painful half hour of television that thankfully, will not be replacing
the "Must See TV" primetime lineup.
Stripperella: This is not your average cartoon.
An animated Pam Anderson makes a successful transition
from the beach to the strip club. Erotica Jones fights male
hormones as an exotic dancer by night, then mysteriously
transforms into super-sexy crime fighting mode after hours,
with her alter ego Stripperella. Her special super power is
her hair, which allows her to float safely from any height.
Wow. Move over Batman. You would think that Stan
Lee, creator of Spider Man, wOuld not have endorsed such
a shoddy and pathetic waste of time, animation and energy,
but apparently there is a market for animated female
anatomy.

Friends: we've followed the six New Yorkers
for a decade, which for us
at Fairfield is a good half
of our lives. We'll never
forget them fighting
during Thanksgiving football games,
or when Monica
was stung by a jellyfish and... you
www.google.com
know.
This show is good: ...if you're a freak that gets
turned on by cartoons.
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MARSHALL'S LAW
ALISON MARSHALL

Where's our
Tinkerbell?
The 20th century saw fit to
identify the generations it
fostered with short, catchy
monikers. Thanks to Tom Brokaw,
our grandparents are now known
as members of the "Greatest Generation," due to their sacrifices
and heroics during World War II.
Their children (our parents) are
the Baby Boomers.because, well,
there are just so many of them. The
young, urban professionals, a.k.a.
"Yuppies" of the 1980s were the
self-proclaimed "Me Generation"
as a result of their penchant for Armani, cocaine and DeLoreans. The
Winona Ryder/Ethan Hawke film,
"Reality Bites" helped to identify
the twenty-something slackers of
the '90's as "Generation X."
And then there is us, the
generation without a name.
Alphabet-conscious individuals
have suggested the logical but
meaningless "Generation Y" as
our sobriquet. Pepsi wants to
call us the "Pepsi Generation."
While we enjoy carbonated beverages and view the letter "y" as
practical when writing, we do not
belong to either.
We are, in fact, the "Peter Pan
Generation." We are seeking a Neverland, a way to prevent ourselves
from growing up. The Peter Pan
Generation is an immature, frightened one. We are confronted with a
fragile job market as well as a fragile
world. We have come to believe that
there will be no social security for
us, and rather than striving to "do
better" than our parents, we should
merely match their economic and.social status. We have had no real test
of will—September 11 th affected us
all, and while our generation cared
and wished to help, we were not any
more extraordinary than any other
generation.
So we linger, concentrating
on parties and cars rather than
the impending responsibilities
and the inevitable march of
time. Many who attend graduate school do so not because of
a strong drive to learn, but rather
because they want to postpone
life in the "real world" for as long
as possible. Playtime is fun, but
eventually it is over and one is left
with wasted opportunity and time.
Life does not have to become
dull simply because we accept the future. The Peter Pan
Generation must claim its identity and forge out of the nursery.
Even Wendy and the Lost Boys
eventually left Neverland.

BY CHRIS ZEITZ

The New England Patriots have sauntered
into Houston as favorites and the surprise
Carolina Panthers slipped quietly into town
sporting "Happy to be here" smiles.
Season long NFL fans will nod, at this
point, and think about the Patriots secondary
dissecting Peyton Manning and their capable
offense headed by Super Bowl XXXVI MVP
Tom Brady.
But the Panthers surprise season is much
like those Patriots two years ago, who came into
town to face the fleet-footed St. Louis Rams.
This article is not for the seasoned fan, but
for the millions who tune in to watch one of
the great American spectacles—and who ask
many annoying questions during the game.
Perhaps you watch it for the commercials.
Perhaps you watch it because your significant other demands it (cough, your boyfriend,
cough). Whatever the reason, if you are alive
on Sunday night you will probably be watching the Super Bowl.
An overview
Coach Bill Belichick, renowned as a
sage of the NFL playbook, leads his Patriots
to their second Big Game in just three years.
The way the NFL is now, this is a remarkable
accomplishment. And Belichick has received
all the praise he so rightly deserves.
In Boston, people speak in reflective,
admiring tones when mentioning his name.

His presence is enough to 4iush a crowd and
his bewildering, vague press conferences
amuse us all. His players respect him more
than anyone else, and he has instilled in them
a tough, focused attitude.
Similarly renowned is the vaunted Patriots' defense. Ty Law is a perennial Pro Bowl
cornerback. Teddy Bruschi is a fan favorite
with a very appropriate name. Then there are
newcomers like the behemoth Ted Washington
and safety Rodney Harrison, who has been
dubbed the spiritual leader of the very spirited
defense.
On the offensive side of the ball, the
Patriots do not get the credit they deserve.
Quarterback Tom Brady, according to one
commentator, has been working harder this
season than ever before.
So, we have a brilliant coach who values
toughness. A strong defense garnering a great
deal of respect. And a capable offense that deserves more recognition. The same exact thing
can be said for the Carolina Panthers.
Coach John Fox took a spiraling team
who only won one game the year that Tom
Brady held up the Vince Lombardi trophy and
turned them into a tough, talented team. In
2002, the Panthers won four of their last five
games, building momentum for their remarkable run this season. Fox has instilled many of
the same values as Belichick, so the coaching
matchup is great.
The Panthers defense has some talented
young players, who Fox drafted over the past
few seasons. This is one noticeable difference
between the teams. While the Patriots have
many players with relatively long curricula
vitae in the NFL, the Panthers' defensive leaders - Julius Peppers being one of them - are a
little more inexperienced.
On offense, the Panthers are going to rely
on the young Jake Delhomme to quarterback
their squad. They have experience, however,
in Mushin Muhhamed - the sizeable widereciever - and Stephen Davis leading a power
running game.

has failed to accomplish an important task. In the
playoffs, so much is determined by field position
- especially when you have two great defenses
competing. If one team makes it to midfield and
is then forced to punt, their defense will have
an opportunity to pin the other team in the bad
part of the field and get the offense into a good
position to put points on the board.
The game may come down to one or two
missed tackles. Tackling, Tackling, Tackling.
Both coaches appreciate the importance of this
and the best example is Kevin Dyson of the
Titans stopped a few feet shy of a touchdown
against the Rams - the Rams won the troph\
that year.
Both the Panthers and the Pats tend to
play close games, so execution will be crucial.
There will be a great deal of pressure on all
the snaps, kicks, punts and blocks.
Comments to impress your friends
• If Ty Law intercepts a ball, comment
that he caught more Peyton Manning passes
than Marvin Harrison did in the AFC game.
• Make the point that both John Fox and
Bill Belichick were assistant coaches for the
Giants.
• The aforementioned Kevin Dyson is
one of the few Panthers to have Super Bowl
experience.
• If Ken Walter blows a few punts, he
has been problematic all season, mention the
previous point about the importance of field
position.

How the game will be won (and lost)
Contributed photo
Tom Brady: Looking to reclaim championship.

Even if your team does not score on a particular drive, it does not mean that the offense

Contributed photo
Stephen Davis: Leading the run attack.

A Super Bowl sidebar for the ladies
To all the ladies out there,
its fine that you don't understand our passion for
sports, just as we don't understand
your infatuation over shoes.
But sports is a part of a guy's
life, and the Super Bowl is the
culmination of five months of
watching football. The Super
Bowl is to us as the finale of "Sex

ing during the
and the City"
THE REAL DEAL
commercials.
is to you.
By no means
Now I unMIKE THEILE
ask to change
derstand there
are lots of girls out there who are the channel during the game.
football fans, but some are clue- Newly Wed reruns can be watched
less of the rules. So here are some at another time.
Please do not choose who
tips for watching the game.
You can talk during the game, you are going to root for by
but don't yell at us if we are talk- which team's uniform you like

better. Its fine to ask questions
about the game, but try to keep
them to a minimum. If you are
totally clueless as to what's going
on, just pretend to understand.
Bringing food to a Super
Bowl party is always appreciated. Finger foods are a good
choice and Buffalo wings are a
safe bet.
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Overcrowded classrooms leave room for complaints
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

If you're annoyed that your classrooms
are so overcrowded that you can barely move
your hand to take notes, you are not alone.
Professor and student complaints have risen
this year, making Fairfield look like it is incapable of accommodating its students.
"My professor said our classroom was
too small when she saw students writing on
their laps," said Shawna Murray '06.
"In my business turbo, I can end up sitting
on the floor for two hours. It's been disrupting
to my learning process and I don't think it
should happen," said Taylor Brown'06.
The job of assigning classrooms when
there simply isn't space is complicated, and
rests on one woman's shoulders: Patricia A.
Newall, assistant to the University Registrar
for Registration and Scheduling.
Newall, who says nobody wants her job,
uses a computer program called Schedule 25
to assign classrooms according to the size of
the class. She spends her days trying to make
everyone content, which is becoming harder
with Fairfield's growing population.
Overcrowding is an issue that is not
Newall's fault, who can change a classroom
in two hours flat, like she did for Professor
Calienes of the Sociology Department. What
is the solution to our jam-packed classes?
Expansion of buildings is coming to a halt, so
do we stop accepting so many students? Do
we hire more professors and raise tuition?
"I have been here for 26 years...Fairfield now has the most students it has ever

Carleigh Brower/The Mirror

Standing room only: Professor Eliasoph packs students in.
had," said Newall.
Professors agree with Newall that the
size of their classes can often be overwhelming. Some read up to 600 pages of final
papers while others take pictures of their
students to help them remember names.
"We're experiencing all of our classes
at maximum capacity," said Professor Lynne
Porter of the theatre department. "It's nice to
know there's an interest in theatre classes,
however it's more difficult to spend time
with my students."
Students say when they are in smaller
classes they get more feedback and more
out of the lesson plans. Because of this, the
Registrar strongly discourages professors
from writing students into their classes, but
professors still have the ability to do so.
However, not all professors dismiss the
Registrar's advice. Professor Richard DeWitt of the philosophy department rarely

writes students in because of how many requests he receives and his knowledge that
extra students sacrifice the level of education
Fairfield strives for.
Professors can ask for specific rooms prior to the beginning of classes for the semester
or after. Newall dates all the requests and they
are granted to whomever applies first.
"I am grateful to have a classroom at
all. This year I have been hearing of classes
held in dorm rooms and faculty lounges,"
said an anonymous professor.
Professors must notify the Registrar
if they are switching classrooms with another professor because certain classrooms
are booked for single days. Conflicts occur
when the Registrar isn't notified and classroom schedules overlap.
"God forbid there was an emergency
and we had to find a student who wasn't in
the assigned classroom. We wouldn't be able

to locate him or her," said Newall.
Classrooms get most use during prime
time, which is 11:00-12:15pm, especially on
Mondays and Thursdays. Because there is
little demand for Friday and early morning
classes, the Registrar encourages students
to take these classes to avoid crowding.
"I genuinely believe that there is flexibility to create some potential and very exciting
mixes with normal tradition. Undergraduate
classes could meet in the early evening with
the University College," said Professor Philip
Eliasoph of the art history department.
Classes like biology and chemistry are
placed in Bannow's larger classrooms first,
but because of Fairfield's desperate need of
classrooms, don't be surprised to take a religion or philosophy class there. However,
most professors want to teach classes closer
to the convenience of their offices that are
located amongst Donyrurflma and Canisius's
smaller classrooms.
Despite Fairfield's difficulties with
space, the demand for classes can also be
a good thing.
"I'm delighted that Fairfield undergraduates have created a strong demand on seats...
the overflow capacity indicates that we are fulfilling our misson," said Professor Eliasoph.
"Twenty-five years ago, we had smaller
classes and were able to serve our students
better," said Eliasoph. "It's a difficult issue
because we don't want education to suffer.
One wonders how far we will push the capacity of Fairfield before we arrive at the
tipping point. We're definitely pushing."

HE said / SHE said
Eric Walker

Danielle Koziura

Taking one for the team
wingmen out there, 1 dedicate
this article to you.
The goal of every single male
when they go out at night is to find a beautiful young lady to go home with.
However, sometimes this beautiful
young lady is sitting at the corner of the
bar with her friend whose nickname in
high school was probably "Chewbacca."
In this case a good wingman is necessary,
one who is going to step in to ensure that his
friend has enough time to convince this girl
that the two of them were meant for each
other—at least for that night anyways.
A true wingman must separate the notso-attractive girl from her friend, bringing
her out of earshot of his friend and the hot
girl, giving him some alone time. The
wingman must then keep the behemoth
occupied for as long as it takes.
Often this requires drastic measures,
such as engaging her in conversation and
pretending to care about the latest episode
of'SexintheCity."
Even worse, a wingman's responsibility may be to listen to how the buffalo
desperately wants a designer handbag or
shoes made by some foreign dude who
played with one too many dolls when he
was growing up. Regardless of what the
subject of conversation is and how painful

it may be to endure, the wingman must
pretend to be a very good listener.
The wingman must very quickly respond
to any prying questions that the girl may have
about his friend. Whereas guys don't care
about the character of girl that their buddy is
talking to, girls focus on this stuff for some
reason. She is likely to ask the wingman if
his friend is a player whose sole motive is to
get in her friend's pants. It is the wingman's
duty to respond with these exact lines:
"Oh no, definitely not. He's usually the
shy one. I've known him since I was little.
He's got a great job and he loves puppies.
He's only been with one girl in his life, his
girlfriend of four years. She was so mean
to him for all that time. She cheated on him
a few weeks ago and is now seeing some
other dude. Tonight's the first night in a
long while that I've seen him happy."
Foolproof.
At the end of the night, the wingman's
job may get ugly. If his friend has good
enough game, then the hot girl is probably
willing to come home with him only if her
friend can come as well. A good wingman
will go home with a "two" just so his friend
can have the experience with hooking up
with a "ten."
Keep "Taking one for the team so your
friends can live the dream."
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Envision this: You and your best
friend are at a bar or party, and you
catch the tall, dark, handsome, Collin Farrell-esque guy across the way eyeing
you, knowing full well what he is thinking...
mmhmm.
Perfect, right? Not until you realize
that the busted guy standing next to him is
his best friend and the whole situation has
shifted from a little one-on-one time to a
tag team event. We all know that sacrifices
sometimes need to be made in friendships
and it's time for your best friend to step up,
take one for the team, and be the not-so- illustrious wingman.
Being the wingman is a little different
for girls than it is for guys. And guys, there
are a few things you need to understand.
First off, if your friend really is as ugly
as I think (even after a few G-n-Ts), then
there probably isn't enough alcohol in the
whole bar for me to find your friend remotely attractive. Roofie me, drug me, whatever,
it probably won't be getting me running out
the door to head back to your place.
When guys are playing the "wingman", they automatically assume just because their friend is getting laid then so are
they. Ummm ... yeah, probably not.
Personally, I am not too keen on being
felt-up by some skeevy guy who thinks he

has better moves than a dolphin in water.
No way I am going to head home with
someone who thinks he's Ron Jeremy - and
the wingmen always do. I mean, they need
something to boost their esteem seeing as
how they obviously weren't first choice.
For girls, it's different. We have pride
and dignity. I would never expect one of my
friends to go home with someone who is
"sub-par" for my sake of getting a little ass.
I wouldn't want her to do it to me so why
would I ever return that displeasure on her.
I mean, if she's up for it and he has
something to offer, good looks, a decent
personality, sense of humor, anything,
then take it as a bonus point and we can
all have fun.
Guys have the tendency to whine and
plead with their friends to "take one for the
team." I mean, honestly, has it been that
long since you have gotten some good ass
that you have to grovel like a small child,
on your hands and knees, just to brag about
it tomorrow? If this is the case, please don't
show your face.
Remember, boys, if you are going to that
much trouble as to ask for assistance from
a friend then you need to rethink the girls
you are going for. They may be out of your
league, or maybe you need to get some better
quality friends to aid in your endeavors.
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Who's calling the shots?
There are several issues surrounding the recent resignation
of three FUSA Cabinet members, all of them very troubling.
In the face of these allegations, FUSA must now take action
to rectify this extremely unfortunate situation.
Any student government will meet criticism, but when
former Cabinet members allege threats, constitutional
violations, betrayal and ultimately resign in protest, close
scrutiny must be given to the situation.
First and foremost among the worrying issues are
the allegations leveled by former Cabinet members Malu
Gonzalez '04, Erin Fredericks '04 and Chris McGee '05
against Assistant Dean of Students Matt Dinnan. According to
the students, Dinnan was "visibly shaking" upon interrupting
their meeting with Donna Schmidt, the former director of
student activities, and also slammed a chair against the table
while demanding an end to the meeting.
What makes such an incident all the more disturbing is
the fact that it was evidently the first time Schmidt learned
that she lost her job, due to "a complete breakdown in
communication," according to McGee.
In his letter of resignation, McGee went on to say "there
happens to be a lot more going on behind the scenes than
what ordinarily meets the eye" in FUSA, which caused him to
question the ethics, legality and morality of the organization.
"Where have these and our basic values retreated to in the
face of this issue?" McGee pondered. "I have seen them as
lost.'-'
FUSA's credibility as a student organization has now
come into question. Are FUSA's leaders truly representing
students or are they merely puppets of the administration?
A fundamental flaw seems to exist in our government.
FUSA must work publicly to correct such a flaw, lest our
already diminished respect for the organization evaporate
altogether.

EU. scores with new president
With a new president comes many new and exciting
opportunities at Fairfield, and we at the Mirror are thoroughly
impressed thus far with what we've seen of Rev. Jeffrey von
Arx, S.J.
In only his first week at Fairfield, he has proven to be a
man of his word. He has been extremely accessible to this
newspaper, something which the current Fairfield president
is not, and in doing so seems genuine in his commitment to
the students of Fairfield. In addition, students we talked to
at Fordham University, where he was formerly a dean, have
nothing but praise for von Arx.
Simply looking from a progress standpoint, von Arx has
some enormous shoes to fill. Rev. Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J.'s
administration has seen incredible growth at Fairfield, and
continuing this trend will be an extremely difficult task. The
Mirror welcomes von Arx to Fairfield, but reminds him that
actions speak louder than words. If Fr. von Arx manages to
succeed in achieving his goals for Fairfield, everyone will
benefit: the administration, the faculty, and, most importantly,
the students.

Philidelphians, the new perennial losers
point to that moment and label it the
Boston Red Sox fans are a
THE BOND FILE
turning point in my demeanor from
hardy group that's endured more
carefree kid to bitter old man.)
than their fair share of abuse. I
MICHAEL A. BOND
Truth be told, the whole city
don't need to point out the obvious;
knew that the Eagles would lose
it's been a long time since the Sox
won the World Series. To this I say, at least be grateful to the Carolina Panthers. We could feel it like we
that the Patriots are in the Super Bowl for the second do every time one of our teams is in a big game.
National commentators calling the game spoke of this
time in four years.
I come from another long-suffering city — pessimism. One fan, after the loss, turned to a local
Philadelphia. This year, for the second consecutive cameia and shouted, "I hate you guys [The Eagles]!
year we hosted the NFC championship game. It was Every year you break my heart!" The man was well
the third conference championship for us in three over thirty, and weeping like a baby.
I hope New England wins the Super Bowl this
years. We have lost all three.
The last time we won a championship I was less year. It will result in far less rioting and will only crush
than a year old—the Sixers won it all in 1983. In my the spirits of the precious few people here in snowy
lifetime, we have lost three World Series, one NBA Connecticut who are actually from "Carolina" be it
Championship Series, and a chance at the Stanley North or South. And, I'll even make this deal with you
Cup. I might add here that Philadelphia fans are Red Sox fans. I will pray that the Sox win another, if
you pray that Philly can just win something!
beyond rabid.
As for me, and the entire Philadelphia region,
The Phillies are well over one hundred years old
and they have won exactly one championship. In fact, all we have are the woeful Sixers and sloppy Flyers
they are the all-time "losingest" team in professional to pass the time until baseball season. The Phillies
sports. The Yankees, who aren't that much older, look really good this year. Good enough to win it all?
have 26. Even the seemingly cursed Red Sox have 5 Sure, but that will never happen. Why? Fluke injuries,
trophies in their case. I rooted for the Sox this year earthquakes, floods, or some other Biblical plague
from above will ensure we make it to the height of
against the Yankees.
When Aaron Boone hit the series-winning homer, glory, only to have slip over the precipice.
So, Boston people don't expect any sympathy
I had painful flashbacks to 1993 when Joe Carter
blasted one out of the Skydome and won the World from me. Now if you'll excuse me, I need to say
Series for the Blue Jays. (Psychologists will someday another no vena for Jim Thome's back.
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The primary process
Andrea Mitchell is NBC's Chief Foreign Affairs.Cor-

F.U. politics department
sounds off on the primaries

respondent, she has been reporting on presidentail
elections since 1972. On Sunday, Jan 25th, Mitchell
came and spoke at Fairfeld's Open Visions Forum.
The Mirror sat down with Ms. Mitchell to get her

Dr. Greenberg on the primaries
The primary system is good because it puts
the decision in the voters' hands. The primaries
force candidates to get out there and force their
hand, make speeches and present their position.
Canidates get a lot of exposure - not only in
the states with primaries, but all over. In that
sense the primaries are very good. This is a big
change from the old days when the local parries
controlled the convention. With the present
system we have a much greater chance of the
nominee being a representation of the party.
The downside of the primaries is it forces
the candidates to raise enormous amounts of
money early on. This exacerbates the problem
of polluting politics with too much money.
The media tends to distort the significance
of certain primaries, for example New
Hampshire, which is not very representative
of the democratic party is played up in the
media. While some of the more representative
democratic states like New York and California
come later in the primary process, some
of the less representative states like Iowa,
New Hampshire and Arizona take on more
significance than they should because they
occur earlier in the process. But in total I think
the primary process is good, I think it is healthy
for the democracy and it energizes the party.

Dr. Orman on the primaries
I'm in favor of regional primaries. So
instead of our current system, we would have
five different districts. The districts would
alternate who got to vote first every four years.
There would be about eight or nine states in
each proposed district.
I don't think Iowa and New Hampshire
should continually get to go first and really
pick who is going to be the nominee. Regional
primaries would force the candidates to be
national candidates; they couldn't just hang out
in Iowa and New Hampshire for two years.

Dr. Katz on the primaries
I think the system is a great improvement
over the old convention system where candidates
were chosen just at the convention without
input from the American people. The primary
system today is much more representative and
gives us a stronger candidate then that which
came out of the old convention system. The
classic was probably George McGovern who
was nominated by convention system and had
absolutely no chance of ever being elected.
Probably in the future there will be a
couple of days in which there will be multiple
states having primaries. The candidates would
need to compete in all of them in order to
win.

analysis about the primaries.
BY GWEN NOLAN

Q:Do all fifty states get their fair say in a party
candidate?
A: No, in most cases because the parties try to
frontload the system, the states that go first have a
disproportionate impact on who will become the
nominee. This year we could end up with an interesting
throw back to the old system because of the complexity
of the delegate selection process. It's conceivable that
if the results are muddled the process could be dragged
out. Dean has the money to go on, but it will become
difficult. In the parties interest, the Democratic National
Chairman set it up this way because he wanted a nominee
by Feb. 3 clearly defined so there would not be any
party warfare and everyone would pour their money
into one place. Given the huge financial advantage the
republicans have, but it is so far not working out.
Q:What about the candidates who vow to stay in?
A:Some have no reason to drop out. They are
loving the platform. Take Kucinich, why would he drop
out, who's going to pay attention to him if he wasn't a
candidate?
Q:How hard is it for someone to get elected to the
presidency from Congress.
A:Doesn't happen very often for good reasons. If a
candidate has been in congress as long as John Kerry has
been for example, it will be hard. A candidate such as he
has got a lot of baggage, a lot of votes made through the
years. One has got to explain their past votes and changes
in their position.
Q:Do the all news all the time cable networks
ultimately chose the candidate by choosing the loser. Are
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the network's decisions to replay candidate's mishaps,
such as Dean's infamous Iowa rally speech, the biggest
factor in convincing voters who to vote for?
A:The networks are trying to reflect what is
happening on the ground. But I think the big difference
now is cable. Cable has a tendency to exaggerate the
importance of anything that is controversial or unusual,
i.e. the dean speech. But there is an echo effect; we are
trying to reflect as best we can what people are saying.
One of the unfortunate outcomes of these all news all the
time networks with diverse cable voices, the lines get
burned, So people think that the media are the people who
are shouting and yelling and doing the political debate,
rather thank what I do for a living which is NBC nightly
news and a traditional newscast.

Primary calendar
JANUARY
District of Columbia, Iowa, New Hampshire
FEBRUARY
Delaware, South Carolina, Missouri, Arizona, Oklahoma,
New Mexico, Virginia, North Dakota, Michigan, Washington, Maine,
Tennessee, Nevada, Idaho, Hawaii, Wisconsin, Utah
MARCH
California, Minnesota, Connecticut, Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, Rhode Island, Vermont, American Samoa,
Texas, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Kansas, Illinois, Wyoming,
Alaska, Guam
APRIL
Colorado, Virgin Islands, Pennsylvania
MAY
Indiana, North Carolina, Nebraska, West Virginia, Arkansas, Oregon, Kentucky
JUNE
Alabama, South Dakota, Puerto Rico, New Jersey, Montana
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
SWIMMING AND DIVING
Both the women's and the men's squad
defeated Holy Cross Saturday. The men
handled the Crusaders 148-88, and the
women gutted out a 139-103 victory. The
men improve to 6-4 and the women stand at
7-4.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

ATHLETE
OF THE WEEK
Athlete: Frank Vitulli
Sport: Men's Swimming

Collected a MAAC win over Loyola
66-58 on Sunday. Cathy Dash '05 and
Candice Lindsay '07 led the Stags with
12 points and nine rebounds. The women
now stand at 5-13 overall and 3-5 MAAC.

Class: 2004
Hometown: Elm on t, NY
LINDSAY

Events: Freestyle, Distance

www.fairfieldstags.ocsn.com

MEN'S BASKETBALL
The men beat Loylola 75-56 Sunday. Michael Bell
and Terrence Todd each netted 20 points. Earlier
last week, the Stags had a disheartening 63-60 loss
to MAAC rival Manhattan. Todd had a career-high
24 points.

Vitulli has set multiple school records this season including two
against St. Francis Jan. 16. and two against Holy Cross on Jan. 24. He
set the mark in the 800 free with 8:36.10, the 400 free with 4:15.09, the
100 free with 55.33, and the 200 free wiht 1:58.29.
Vitulli also holds the record for the 1000 and the 1650 with
times of 9:53.57 and 16:38.46 respectively.

Athletes show signs of dedication
CONTINUED FROM P.20

"I would wake up, go to practice, eat
breakfast and then go to class," said Erin
Teeling '05, a former member of the softball
team. "My roommate would still be sleeping
when I got back and it was ridiculous."
While 5:30 a.m. may seem inconceivable to most Fairfield students, at least the
schedule is limited to weekdays. The baseball team, however, has practice at 7:45
a.m. on the weekends. Those practices can
seriously impede ones social life.
"I definitely don't get to go out as much
with my friends on the weekends," said Jim

Men ii
We accept
Dining Dollars
And
Stag Bucks

Girolamo '06.
"The late night practices [ 10-midnight]
during the week make it hard to get up for
classes too," he said.
Most teams practice six days a week,
the most allowed by NCAA regulations.
These practice times, the variety of training and the time commitment required of a
varsity athlete takes its toll
Kevin Nyarady '05, a member of the
men's tennis team, poignantly summed up
the dedication of college athletes. "It takes
a lot ofI willpower to get up that early but it
is your decision," said Nyarady. "To play at
the college varsity level takes sacrifice".

Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm-11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm-11:45pm

Sodexho
Campus Services

Finding cash for college is child's play.
Register now and search thousands of scholarships
worth over $3 billion
www.fairfieldmirror.com/scholarships
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Ski and snowboard team plows on
Dedicated members deal with department switch, lack of funding
BY CHANDANA RAVI

For most Fairfield students, skiing and
snowboarding are activities that are indulged while going on weekend getaways
to Vermont, New Hampshire, or if you are
really adventurous, maybe Colorado.
For 32 students at Fairfield University,
skiing and snowboarding takes on a much
deeper meaning.
The club team kicked off its season on
Jan. 3, doing a week of training with professionals at Mt. Tremblant in Canada.
The week of intensive training was
not cheap; each member paid $500 in order
to hire the professionals necessary to train
them into the best possible shape.
The team practices every Friday during
the season from 5-8 p.m. at Mountain Creek
in Vernon, N.J. and races every Saturday
and occasionally on Sundays.
The team races Giant Slalom and Slalom, and face stiff competition from other
schools such as Lehigh, Columbia, Princeton, Rutgers, Merchant Marine Academy
and Lafayette.
With all this competition, the teams
still do extremely well. Last year they
were invited to nationals, but Fairfield
University was unable to fund the trip, and

each member would have had to pay a substantial amount of money, so they declined
the invitation.
The team has also experienced cuts in
funding due to its change from the Athletic
Department to the Department of Recreation.
"When I started as a freshman we were
given $14,000 towards the team, and now
it's down to $10,000. It is getting really hard
to fund, and expensive for our members,
especially since we already put in $500 at
the beginning of the season," said captain
Erin Fredericks, '04.
"We also were cut from being able
to use school vans and we have to rely on
ourselves to drive to practice," Fredericks
added.
This year, the regional competition
will be held on Feb. 8 at Mountain Creek,
where the team holds its weekly practices
and nationals will be held in New Hampshire. The regional competition includes
15 schools, and the top few are then invited
to nationals.
This year the team hopes that they will
be invited to nationals because of its close
proximity to Fairfield, unlike last year's
California competition.
Despite the expenses of being a part of

the team, members agree that it is an amazing experience, and they love it.
"Joining the team really made me enjoy
my Fairfield experience a lot more," stated
Meagan Nestler, '05.
"If it were not for the snowboard team, I
would have transferred after freshman year,"
added Robert Gekle, '05.
"Everyone who has joined [the team]

loves it. We are all great friends. We welcome anyone to join, but we can only take
roughly 30 people because of the expenses,"
said Fredericks.
All in all, the team has fun and enjoys
each other's'company, "For me, the team
puts the FU back in fun," said Gekle.
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Hittin' the slopes: The ski and snowboard club at Mt. Tremblant,
Canada, over break.
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Deng goes down, Todd steps it up
O'Toole looks to upperclassmen to fill Gai's spot
BY BEN DOODY

The 6-foot-9-inch junior who will
lead the country in shots blocked per
game could end up being Deng Gai '05
and not UConn's pre-season Big East
co-player of the year Emeka Okafor.
It's improbable, but not impossible.
The hearts of
players and coaches
surely skipped a
beat on Jan. 18 at
Manhattan when
Gai hit the ground
and had to come out
of the game with a
sprained ankle, sideGAI
lining him for three
to four weeks.
Fairfield's prized Sudanese shot
swatter stands currently as the third
best in the nation in the category he
specializes in, averaging 4.1 blocks per
game, even after his injury reduced him
to one block in the Manhattan game.
Unsure of when Gai would return to the lineup, it would have been
easy for his teammates to falter in the
rematch of a game that ended in a 20
point Manhattan rout. Yet, those in
attendance on Jan. 21 witnessed firsthand quite the contrary was true.
Led by yet another star-worthy
performance by Terrance Todd '06,
the Stags very nearly overcame an
eight point deficit in the final minute,
only to lose dramatically, as Todd's
three pointer from the top of the key
rimmed out with under two seconds

remaining—the only one of Todd's
attempts from behind the arc that
didn't go in.
Todd, who played a grueling 39
minutes, led the Stags with 24 points.
His effort included a flashy, yet necessary behind the back pass to Michael
Bell '06, resulting in a lay-up that put
the Stags within reach, at 63-60.
Unfortunately, Bell's bucket was
the last of the game, but the significance
of the effort cannot be understated - it
clearly showed that the Jaspers are not
unbeatable by any means.
Not now and especially not in
March with a potential rematch of
last year's MAAC title game, which
Manhattan won.
All signs would point to Gai being in the lineup in March. This with
the obvious alteration of the Jaspers'
low post play and the penetration of
guards, such as leading scorer Louis
Flores, would help the Stags score in
the paint, and give fellow low-post men
Rob Thomson '04 and DeWitt Maxwell '06 a chance to rest their legs.
The Stags, glad to be back home
after a grueling road trip that took them
as far as Hawaii (coach Tim O'Toole
cited the home crowd, particularly
the student section, as a major factor
for the improved play), hosted lowly
Loyola on January 25—a game they
were expected to, and needed to win.
They did win, 75-56, despite trailing 32-26 at the half. After struggling
for the first 20 minutes, the Stags came
out of the locker room on fire, staging a

dominating 22-0 run that didn't end until the 13:48 mark of the second half.
From the sidelines, Gai watched
as his teammates, particularly Todd (20
points) and Bell (career high 20 points)
stepped up their games.
"They're excellent offensive
players who play to their strengths,"
said Loyola head coach Tom Hicks of
Bell and Todd. Hicks also added that
Bell "took the wind out of our sails in
the second half and that Todd "doesn't
take bad shots."
Perhaps Hicks came up with that
theory because of Todd's extraordinary
shooting performance. In fact, the performance surprised O'Toole so much
that upon looking at Todd's three point
shooting stats at the post game news
conference, he burst out laughing.
Gai's absence is going to mean
more minutes for everybody, especially
upper-class post players Alvin Carter
'05 (9 minutes vs Loyola), and Brad
Feleccia '05 (15), and that seems to be
fine with O'Toole and his players.
"It works better for us if we get
everyone more touches in practice,"
said Todd.
Indeed, against Loyola, they
played how they practiced, as four
Stags (Todd, Bell, Thomson and
Maxwell) were in double figures in
scoring.
Next up, the Stags host MAAC foe
St. Peter's - who pulled away with a
72-68 overtime victory in the season's
first meeting - at the Arena at Harbor
Yard tonight.
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All eyes on Todd: Terrence Todd sets up for a foul shot
attempt eariler this season.

The early bird catches the ball
Spring athletes have unusual practice hours this winter
BY MEGAN MAHONEY

Elizabeth Cooper/ The Mirror

Catch the Z's while you can: Chris Miller '06, co-captain of the men's crew
team awaits the morning alarm.

Its 5:30 a.m. and alarms across campus are
buzzing to signal the start of the day. Yes, that's
A.M. as in very early in the morning, when it's
still dark out, unbelievable early and in the wee
hours of the day when most of the campus is
still and quiet.
Varsity athletes from several teams, wiping
the sleep from their eyes, are getting dressed and
trudging through the cold and snow to their early
morning practices.
The Fairfield's men's lacrosse team has 6 a.m.
practices every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
In addition, they practice almost every day from
noon to 3 p.m. "The early mornings are a pain,"
said Garrett Baaman '04. "I do more before three
o'clock than most of my friends do all day".
The practice times are scheduled according to each team's training schedule, coach's

preferences, player schedules and availability
of the facilities. Lifting sessions, field practices,
track workouts and strength training represent
just some of the activities that require the use of
a field, equipment, gym space, the weight room
or other Fairfield athletic areas.
Because the winter weather forces all teams
to use indoor facilities like the Rec Plex, which is
open to the public during the day, teams can either
practice early in the morning or late at night.
Diana Fasano '04, softball catcher, likes the
idea of early practice. "It gets it out of the way.
We take naps during the day, and we're good to
go," said Fasano.
While it cannot be denied that the time of an
athlete is much more strictly budgeted than that
of a non-athlete, these early wake-up calls only
seem to drive this point home even harder.
SEE "ATHLETES" ON P.
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